
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Mark Poepsel       

Department: Mass Communications     Phone Number: (618) 650-2237 

E-mail Address: mpoepse@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1775 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [ X ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
8. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   MC499- Independent Study 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Most of the interviewing will be done remotely using Skype and other technology. We'll do research in Lovejoy 

Library and then work out of my office and the Mass Comm. Department 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project will focus on the resurgence of investigative journalism in broadcast television newsrooms. The 

Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE) was known primarily as a print journalism-focused organization for 

decades. Typically, newspaper newsrooms had much larger staffs than any single television station because there 

were usually 3 or 4 TV stations and 1 or 2 papers in a major metro area. Newspapers had several IRE members and 

TV stations would have few or none. Now, newspaper readership is dwindling and TV newsrooms are looking for 

ways to stand out amidst a glut of information, and broadcast journalists are joining IRE in hordes. Investigative 

journalism fulfills the watchdog role of the news media. It challenges government corruption and overspending but 

also challenges corporate malfeasance and issues of unfairness in institutional practices in general. They will go 

after federal government fleecing as well as shoddy local contractors' work, if there is enough public concern. 

 I propose to look at three things: Get more detailed numbers regarding how prevalent investigative journalism 

practices are growing in TV newsrooms. The IRE isn't the only organization or pathway to doing watchdog 

journalism. I will look at who is doing more investigative journalism, Is it more prevalent in large markets or in 

small markets? Is it more prevalent where competition is fierce rather than in markets where there's a clear leader (in 

ratings and/or in revenues)? And I'll see if it influences the job satisfaction of local TV reporters. I WAS A LOCAL 

TV REPORTER before coming back to academia. I have students who want to be reporters but who aren't sure there 

is a path to success. I'm interested for their sake in applying my expertise and experience to this fascinating area of 

research. It's not heavily covered in the literature. I have a background in media entrepreneurship as well, but my 

true passion is journalism, and I already have students lined up who are interested in participating in this project, 

which is likely to result in several published academic articles in journals including Journalism and Mass 

Communication Quarterly, JMC-Educator, Journalism, Journalism Practice, Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic 

Media, and others. 

 

 

 

 



Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student or students helping me out will take part in the complete research design and implementation process. 

We will work on the literature review together, although I will start over the end of the Spring Semester and 

summer. We will work on researching what existing data are available with regard to current prevalence of 

investigative journalism practices in TV newsrooms and how it compares to the level of this type of work in 

previous years. We will conduct a qualitative pilot study looking at who is doing this type of watchdog journalism in 

local TV newsrooms and why. The student will help draft questions, will watch the IRB process and will be 

included as an investigator. She or he will help conduct interviews and analyze data, and will possibly help write the 

manuscript for the first study, depending on interest. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student or students should learn how to conduct a literature review for a social science project concerning 

journalism studies. She or he should learn how to get IRB approval for a study and how to conduct in-depth 

interviews using snowball sampling method. She or he should learn how to analyze and code qualitative interview 

data and may help in writing the manuscript(s) that result. She or he will also help look for data that indicate to what 

extent there is a growing prevalence of investigative journalism work in local TV newsrooms, and if there isn't a 

good data set available, we will build one. This project should take all year, but for now I can say we'll get started on 

all of these things in the Fall Semester of 2017. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The availability is fairly open, but we will work to accommodate students' and the professor's class schedules and 

office hours. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
All work will be done on campus in the Mass Comm. Department with some Skype interviewing possible. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

It is preferred but not required that the applicants be Mass Communications majors. 

 

 


